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Please amend the following claims: 




4. YAmended) A method for managing a link between field parameters 
within a field for a transaction, wherein said link connects only two field parameters at a time, and 
thereafter displaying one oi^said field parameters based on the creation or elimination of said link, 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) changing a first field parameter to a third field parameter within said 

field; 




(b) if said fit^t field parameter does not have a link to a [said] second field 
(^y'parameter, then creating a link from\^aid first field parameter to said third field parameter, and 

displaying said third field parameter; 

(c) if said first fieldXparameter has said link to said second field parameter, 
then eliminating said link from said first fiekrparameter to said second field parameter, and creating 
said link from said first field parameter to said third field parameter; 

(d) if said first field parameter is not the same as said third field parameter, 
then displaying said third field parameter; and 

(e) if said first field parameter is\he same as said third field parameter, then 
eliminating said link from said first field parameter to saiaS^hird field parameter, deleting said third 
field parameter, and displaying said first field parameter. 



(Amended) The 




of Claim 4, wh erein said field far a transaction 



is a payee name field and wherein said first, second, and third field parameters are payee names. 



Y 



The 



moi 



responsive to instructions from said progr; 
device one of said field parameters by [comprise th 



puter system of Claim 8, wherein said PU. 

Operative to display on said display 



of]: 
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making a first determination as to whether said first field parameter is 
located fft^id dummy table; 

if said first field parameter is located in said dummy table, then using said 
link between said first^field parameter and said third field parameter to point to said third field 
parameter and displaying saidYtod field parameter^ 

if said first fieldparaip^ter is not iQcated in said dummy table, then making a 
second determination as to whether said ffis>fteld parameter is located in an active table containing 
active fields; 

if said first peld parameter is loc^^trTsSd active table, then displaying 
said first field parameter; and 

if said first field parameter is not located in said ^stjye table, then displaying 
said first field parameter before adding said first field parameter to said active feWe. 



(Amended) A computer-readable medium on which is stored a program 
module for managing a link between a first field parameter and a second field parameter within a 
field for a transaction, said transaction having multiple fields, and thereafter displaying one of said 
field parameters based on the^reation or elimination of said link, said program module comprising 
instructions which, when executed by a computer, perform the steps of: 

(a) displaying s^id transaction; 

(b) selecting at lea^pne field in said transaction; 

£c) [(a)] changing a firsts^ield parameter to a third field parameter within said 

selected field; 

£d) [(b)] making a determinatioh s as to whether said first field parameter has 
said link to a second field parameter within said selected field; 
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W [(c)] if: 



said first field parameter does not have said link to said second 
field parameter, then stoVing said first field parameter in a dummy field of a dummy table having 
multiple dummy fields, wherein said dummy table contains said first field parameter that is linked 
to said second or third field parameter, creating said link from said first field parameter to said third 
field parameter, and displayin&said third field parameter; 

£f) [(d)] w said first field parameter has said link to said second field 
parameter, then eliminating said liak from said first field parameter to said second field parameter, 
and creating said link from said firstVield parameter to said third field parameter; 

(g) [(e)] making a determination as to whether said first field parameter is 
the same as said third field parameter; \ 

£h) [(f)] if said first field parameter is not the same as said third field 
parameter, then displaying said third field parameter; and 

£i) [(g)] if said first field parameter is the same as said third field parameter, 
then eliminating said link from said first field parameter to said third field parameter, deleting said 

third field parameter, and displaying said first field parameter; and 

\ 

wherein said steps of displaying one of said field parameters, include 

making a first determination as to whether said first field parameter is 
located in said dummy table; v 

if said first field parameter is located in said dummy table, then making a 
second determination as to whether said first field parameter in said dummy table has a flag 
indicating that said link between said first field parameter akl said third field parameter is present; 

if said first field parameter located in\said dummy table has said flag, then 
using said link to point to said third field parameter and displaying said third field parameter; 

if said first field parameter is not located\in said dummy table or said first 
field parameter is located in said dummy table but does not have said flag, then making a third 
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-detgrmination as to whether said first field parameter is located in an active table containing active 
fields; — -^^^ 

if said first field^rameter is located in said active table, then displaying 
said first field parameter; and ^^^^^ 

if said first field parameter is not located in said activeTabkutiien displaying 
said first field parameter before adding said first field parameter to said active table. / 

1 1 . (Amended) A method for reconciling an ending/balance in a personal 
data store with an on-line financial statement by correcting an opening^balance in the personal data 
store, comprising the steps of: / 

(a) displaying said personal data stor^containing said opening balance, a 
plurality of transactions organized by date, and said ending balance; 

(b) downloading said on-line/financial statement containing a plurality of 
transactions organized by date, an ending period, amd an ending balance; 

(c) comparing the earliest dated transaction in said personal data store to the 
earliest dated transaction in said on-line financial statement to determine whether the earliest dated 
transaction in said personal data store is later than the earliest dated transaction in said on-line 
financial statement; / 

(d) if the earliest dated transaction in said personal data store is not later than 
the earliest dated transaction in said on-line financial statement, then determining whether any of 
said transactions of said on-lijfe financial statement have been downloaded into said personal data 
store; 

(eVif none of said transactions of said on-line financial statement have been 
downloaded into said p/ersonal data store, then calculating a correct beginning [opening] balance 
that is different from/^aid opening balance in said personal data store; and 
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(fidigplayi ng s aid correct beg mnmg | opening I balance. 



(Amended) The method of Claim 11, wherein said step of calculating 
said correct beginning [opening] balance of said personal data store is determined by subtracting 
the sum of all said transactions in said on-line financial statement from said ending balance in said 
on-line financial statement 



13. (Amended) The method of Claim 11 further comprising the step of 
displaying a prompt indicating that Wd opening balance has changed to said beginning [correct] 
opening balance in said personal data store. 



14. (Amended) The method ofcllaim 11, wherein said step of determining 
whether any of said transactions of said on-lin^Tin^ncial statement have^been downloaded into said 
personal data store comprises the steps of: 

comparing said ending balanceNin said on-line financialstatement to said 
transactions in said personal data store to determine whether any transaction date in said personal 
data store is the same as said ending period of saidoiFiineHin^^ statement; 

if so, then identifying [searching for] anV of said [downloaded] transactions 
[transaction] of said on-line financial statement [in said personal data store from the transaction in 
said personal data store] having the same date as said [ending period of said on-line financial 
statement backward to said earliest dated] transactions [transaction] in said personal data store; and 

if none of the transaction dates in said personal daua store are the same as 
said ending period of said on-line financial statement, then locating the closest transaction date in 
said personal data store that occurs before said ending period of said on-line financial statement and 
identifying [searching for] any of said [downloaded] transactions of said on-line financial statement 
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having onteof the transaction dates in a range extending between [in said personal data store from] 
said closest transaction date in said personal data store and [backward to] said earliest dated 
transaction in said peisonal data store. 



15. (AmendedJ/^X^Tie method of Claim 14, wherein said step of downloading 
said on-line financial statement fcomprises ctownloading said transactions of said on-line financial 
statement to place downloaded transactions into^said personal data store and matching each 
downloaded transaction [of said on-litie^nanciaL^tater^t is designated] by a flag to indicate 
which [said transaction of said plurality of] transactions in said^rsonal data store have [has] been 
downloaded from said on-line financial statement. 





16. (Amended) A computer system for reconciling an ending balance in a 
personal data st^r^ containing an opening balance[,] and a plurality of transactions organized by 
date[, and said endinj^alance] with an on-line financial statement by correcting said opening 
balance in the personal data sfere comprising: 

a processing uqit (PU); 
an input device conhe^ted to said PU; 
a memory storage device Ifer storing a program module; and 
|^ a display device, coupled to said^PU, for displaying said opening balance; 

said PU, responsive to iii&ructions from said program module 



running on said computer system, being operative to: 



\ 



v 



(a) download into said memory storage dej(ice said on-line financial 
statement containing a plurality of transactions organized by date, an endiiig s period, and an ending 
balance; ^ 
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(b) compare the earliest dated transaction in said personal data store to the 
earliest dated transactitoi in said on-line financial statement to determine whether the earliest dated 
transaction in said personal data store is later than the earliest dated transaction in said on-line 
financial statement; 

(c) if the ^rliest dated transaction in said personal data store is not later than 
the earliest dated transaction in said on-line financial statement, then determine whether any of said 
transactions of said on-line financial statement have been downloaded into said personal data store; 
and 

(d) [otherwise,] if none of said transactions of said on-line financial 
statement have been downloaded into said persoh^data store, then calculate a correct opening 
balance that is different from said opening balance in\aid personal data store by subtracting the 
sum of all said transactions in said on-line financial statement from said ending balance in said on- 
line financitftstatement. 



17. N (Amended) The computer system of Claim 16, wherein said PU, 
responsive to instructions h:om said program module, being further operative to display said 
correct opening balance on said display device and to display a prompt indicating that said opening 
balance has changed to said correct bg^mng balance in said personal data store on said display 
device. 



18. (Amended) The compuW system of Claim 16, wherein said PU. 
responsive to instructions from saMgrogran^ further operative to determine whether 

any of said transactions of said on-line financial statement have been downloaded into said 
personal data store by [, comprise the steps of]: 
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comparing said ending balance in said on-line financial statement to said 
transactions in said pekonal data store to determine whether any transaction date in said personal 
data store is the same as said ending period of said on-line financial statement; 

if so,\hen identifying [searching for] any of said [downloaded] transactions 
[transaction] of said on-line financial statement [in said personal data store from the transaction in 
said personal data store] havingNhe same date as said [ending period of said on-line financial 
statement backward to said earliest dated] transactions [transaction] in said personal data store; and 

if none of the tninsactipn-d^es in said personal data store are the same as 
said ending period of said on-line financed statement then locating the closest transaction date in 
said personal data store that occurs before said ending pejjod of said on-line financial statement and 
identifying [searching for] any of said [downloaded] transactions of said on-line financial statement 
having one of the transaction dateslin a range extending between [in said personal data store from] 
said closest transaction date in saicl personal data\tore and ^ fbgck ward to] said earliest dated 
transaction in said personal data store. 

19. (Amended) The computer system \f Claim 18, wherein said PU is 
operative to download said on-line statement by downloadingsaid transactions of said on-line 
financial statement to place downloaded transactions into said personal data store within said 
memory storage device and to mark each downloaded transactionVof said on-line financial 
statement is designated] by a flag to indicate which [said transaction of said plurality of] 
transactions in said personal data store have [has] been downloaded from said on-line financial 
statement. \ 

20. (Amended) A computer-readable medium on which is stored a program 
module forl-econciiing an ending Balmrc^rin--a-p^SQiial_data store with an on-line financial 
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statement by\correcting an opening balance in the personal data store, said program module 
comprising instructions which, when executed by a computer, perform the steps of: 

(a) displaying said personal data store containing said opening balance, a 
plurality of transactions organized by date, and said ending balance; 

downloading said on-line financial statement containing a plurality of 
transactions organized by &ate, an ending period, and an ending balance; 

(c) comparing the earliest dated transaction in said personal data store to the 
earliest dated transaction in saidyon-line financial statement to determine whether the earliest dated 
transaction in said personal data^tore is later than the earliest dated transaction in said on-line 
financial statement; 

(d) if the earliest dated transaction in said personal data store is not later than 

\ 

the earliest dated transaction in said on-fine financial statement, then determining whether any of 
said transactions of said on-line financial \atement have been downloaded into said personal data 
store[, wherein said downloaded transactions said on-line financial statement is designated by a 
flag to indicate which said transaction of said plurality of transactions in said personal data store 

has been downloaded from said on-line financial statement]; 

\ 

(e) [otherwise,] if none ofXsaid transactions of said on-line financial 
statement have been downloaded into said personal data store, then calculating a correct opening 
balance that is different from said opening balance in sai^i personal data store by subtracting the 
sum of all said transactions in said on-line financial statement from said ending balance in said on- 
line financial statement; and \^ 

(f) displaying said correct opening balance. 

^ 

24. (Amencted) The method of Claim 23, wherein the step of replacing the 
first payee name with the substitute payeelranie comprises displaying the substitute payee name in 
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the place of theyfirst payee name within the payee field in response to the link pointing to the 
substitute, payee naine from each occurrence of the first [firs] payee name. 

25. (Amended) The method of Claim 22, further comprising the steps of: 

in response to an indication that the substitute payee name has been changed 
l to a [the] preferred payee name^ eliminating the link between the first payee name and the substitute 
payee name; 

creating a link between the first payee name and the preferred payee name 
for each occurrence of the first payee name; 

determining whethe^the first payee name is the same as the preferred payee 

name; 

if the first payee name is\not the same as the preferred payee name, then 
responding to the link between the first payee nameN^nd the preferred payee name by displaying the 
preferred payee name in the place of the first payee naike within the payee field; and 

if the first payee name is tnfe same as the preferred payee name, then 
eliminating the link between the first payee name and the preferred payee name, eliminating the 
preferred payee name, and displaying the first payee name witmp the payee field. 

REMARKS 

By the first Official Action mailed August 31, 1998, the Examiner has rejected 
Claims 1-25. Upon entry of the amendments presented by this response, Claims 4, 5, 9-20, 24 
and 25 have been amended to correct certain informalities and to clearly define the recited invention 
in accordance with Section 112, second paragraph. Applicants have cancelled Claim 21. 
Consequently, Claims 1-20 and 22-25 remain pending in this application. The independent claims 
are Claims 1, 4, 8, 10, 1 1, 16, 20 and 22. 
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